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lina (a remote plantation), never more to return into England; that the King had refused him, and was resolved to leave him to the law. He further told me that if it were not for the King of Prance's interest here, he did not question but to put England into a very happy state and condition in a short time. But there was now no hopes of a Parliament, except that King should make some new attempt upon Flanders, and an emergency of that kind might reconcile all things.
This occasion happened soon after, for news came that the French king had taken Strasburg, whereby the command of the Ehine would fall into his hands, which would so cut off the commerce and trade of the Low Countries with Germany, that it must engage them to submit to France, except we entered into a league with the Low Countries to defend them against France; this they did very earnestly solicit. J3ut our King could afford them no help without a Parliament to supply him with money, which it was feared the present jealousies would either prevent; or if they gave him- money, would not trust him with the disposal of it. The King of France knew this, and made aii advantage of it, so that the good my Lord Halifax expected from this occasion did not appear very-probable as yet.
October 19. One Rons, a servant to Sir Thomas Player, chamberlain of London (a great fanatic and op-poser of the Court), being indicted at Guildhall for high treason, the sheriffs of London packed a jury that acquitted him, for all there was plain evidence by six witnesses to prove the bill of indictment, yet the said grand jury found it ignoramus. Tin's was looked upon as tho more irregular, because a grand jury ought to find the bills upon probable evidence, since that opens but the way to the second jury that is to find the prisoner guilty, or to acquit him, according as matter of fact shall be proved against him. But so great was the anti-Court-